
Under the motto of “A utopian fantasy – parasitic additions, 
sustainable extensions and densifications made of wood”, 
a joint student competition is taking place, as part of the 
Holzbauoffensive MV, the initiative of the state advisory 
board for wood construction in MV. The competition is 
open for students from germany. The competition is open 
to German and English-speaking students.

Existing buildings have to be able to meet the new 
requirements of a changing society. Alternative forms of use 
such as for instance “New Work and Open Living” require 
structural changes in order to be able to offer contemporary 
and future-oriented answers in the competition of cities for 
new skilled workers. Parasitic structures made of wood 
attached to and on top of existing building structures can 
meet the need for additional attractive spaces through an 
alternative. 

The competition calls for the designs of “parasites”, to be 
situated on an existing building, in the spirit of built real 
utopias, and will incorporate “parasitic” uses, which can 
create a link between working and living as a re-densification 
of either additional living space at office buildings – or 
working spaces at rented residential buildings. 
The suggested concepts will provide answers to the 
questions that have arisen due to digitalisation and the 

pandemic on the topic: future living and working “Home 
Working – Teleworking – New Work – Work Nomads”. 
Suggested concepts must demonstrate practical benefits, 
within the framework of the visionary fantasies that will be 
developed. 

The student competition is organised by the Landes- 
beirat Holz Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania in 
collarobation with Hochschule Wismar, with the task 
of designing ideas for parasitic buildings (additions, 
extensions and fillins using timber construction 
technologies.

Students at colleges and universities across Germany, 
especially architecture students, but also others who are 
especially interested in the subject matter, are eligible to 
participate. Teams with different majors or inter-disciplinary 
occupations are welcome.

The deadline for submission is March 24, 2023.

Further information can be found on:
https://architekturwettbewerbparasit.com/

Student Competition "Parasite" 
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PART A: GENERAL CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION

1. Awarding authority

The awarding authority for the competition is the 

Landesbeirat Holz Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania

in collaboration with 

Hochschule Wismar, Faculty of Architecture and Design

The competition is aimed exclusively at students of architecture and interior design at colleges and universities across 
Germany.

2. Theoretical background and goals of the competition

Due to the climate-friendly positive contribution that the use of wood and wood-based materials in construction has on 
the reduction of CO2 emissions and the achievement of the goal of “climate neutrality” by 2030; the increased use of 
wood as a renewable raw material creates a substitution effect through which a CO2 reduction is achieved and an effec-
tive climate protection contribution is made.

The use of wood in construction in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania can be further increased. Particularly in view of the 
scarcity of resources and energy, wood as a building material has great advantages over other building materials such 
as steel, cement, brick and glass in the life cycle assessment and analysis of building products, thus encouraging the 
research of ways and possibilities to increase the use of wood as a building material.

Parasitic architecture
The definition of Parasitic architecture originated in the biological definition of the term. Parasitism describes 
the relationship between to bodies, when one is foreign and the other one is a host. The foreign body relies on the 
host for its nutrients or uses it as a living environment. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the prefix Para-  
can be defined as:

1. Beside; alongside of -
2. Closely related to -

Spatial relationship
Parasitic architecture regards an existing structure or building as its “site” and has various means of existence:

• Attachment to the façade of the existing structure or building.
• In-fill in underdeveloped residual spaces around existing structures or buildings.
• Infiltration to the interior of the existing structure or building and the development of a relationship with it.

The parasitic architecture shares the infrastructure and resources of its host.

Supplement Extension In between
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Parasites are:
• Built expression of transformation processes in urban space,
• Polarising,
• As diverse as their (everchanging) use,
• Product of a resource-oriented mindset and thus are results of sustainable planning processes,
• Densification contributive structures in the urban space,
• Transgressing and thus dissolving boundaries,
• Expressions of the creative appropriation of urban space,
• Actors of a change within the city.

Parasitic buildings already existed in the Middle Ages: The Piazza in Lucca, an assimilated Roman arena. The Mezqui-
ta-Catedral de Córdoba, the incorporation of a basilica into one of the most remarkable mosques in Europe.

Image from: White City, Pink City by Julia Barashkov. The 
project title “White City, Pink City” is an ode to the book 
White City, Black City: Architecture and War in Tel Aviv 
and Jaffa” by Arch. Sharon Rotbard which discusses po-
litical, cultural, social and economical inequalities in Tel 
Aviv – Jaffa.

By 2018, protests have become a common feature of our 
global political climate. Driven by young people’s aggra-
vated this severely – from rising housing prices despair 
in nearly every discipline, the situation has in major ci-
ties, racial injustice, to GPS-monitoring – now reached a 
boiling point. The past few years have millennials have 
more to protest against than ever.

The project proposes the spreading of foreign “public 
space” objects in the urban space, reclaiming the streets 
around empty, unattainable housing developments. The 
objects are of parasitic nature, and receive their structu-
ral infrastructure from the city itself. In return they each 
provide the city with inhabitable places on the street 
level tailored to fill millennial and post-millennial urban 
residency habits.

B.Arch Thesis, Intructed by: Prof. Arch Eran Neumann,
M.Arch Ayelet Karmon, Tel Aviv University, 2018

3. Competition procedure

Eligibility
The competition is open to architecture and interior design students from universities in germany.  Planning teams with 
different professions or interdisciplinary working groups are welcome. The competition is open to German and Eng-
lish-speaking students.

Declaration of the participants in the competition
A declaration of authorship stating name, address, university or college, course of study and semester must also be sub-
mitted with the submission of the competition work. With their signature, the competition participants affirm that they are 
the intellectual author of the competition work. 
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Competition documents
The participants will be provided with the competition documents in digital which become available on 21.10.2022. 

Competitive performance
The following competition documents must be submitted:

• Site plan scale 1:200
• Floor plan scale 1:50
• 2–3 sections scale 1:50
• 4 elevations scale 1:50
• 2–3 detail drawings scale 1:5 / 1:20 (i.e: the connection of the parasite to the main building)
• perspective representations
• An explanatory text on the main idea, use, construction and component structures – max. 20 A4 pages.

Each participant / group must produce 3 posters in a vertical A1 format. All posters are to be named as follows: 
• Parasite_Last Name_First Name_Plan_01
• Parasite_Last Name_First Name_Plan_02
• Parasite_Last Name_First Name_Plan_03

In the case of group work, all participants must be named on the plans. (see example)
• Parasite_Last_name_First_name_Last_name_First_name_Last name_First_name_Plan_01

Enquiries
Questions can be submitted until 21.11.2022 via the website - Questions and answers. The answers will be published 
there. Each participant will receive an e-mail when the answers to their questions are published.

Submission of the competition documents
Submission deadline of digital and analogue competition entries is 28 February 2023.

Submission of analogue documents by post to (date of postmark counts):

Hochschule Wismar 
University of Applied Sciences: Technology, Business and Design
Faculty of Architecture and Design
Student competition “Parasit” Holzbau 2022
Prof. Martin Wollensak
Philipp-Müller-Str. 14
23966 Wismar

Submission of digital competition documents by 0 p.m. via E-mail:
hallo@architekturwettbewerbparasit.com  (File size: 5MB)

Participants of the jury are the following members of the Landesbeirat Holz M-V
Dipl.-Ing. Christoph Meyn, Präsident der Architektenkammer MV
Dipl.-Ing. Henning Klattenhoff , Assmann Beraten + Planen
Dr. Jana Sprockhoff, Egger Holzwerkstoffe Wismar GmbH
Wilhelm Unnerstall, Konzept Holz
Hella Stein, Landesbeirat Holz
Dr.-Ing. Gesa Haroske, Hochschule Wismar
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Organisation team
Prof. Martin Wollensak und Team (B.A Nina Müller und B.Arch Julia Barashkov), Hochschule Wismar

Prof.Martin Wollensak, Julia Barashkov und Nina Müller are responsible for the competitive auditing.

Prizes and awards
The awarding authority will provide a competition sum of 3,000 euros. The following prizes will be 
awarded:

1. Prize 1.100,– Euro
2. Prize 800,– Eur0
3. Prize 500,– Euro

4 honotable mentions
150,- Euro each

600,– Euro

Announcement of the competition result and exhibition
All participants will receive an e-mail. The winners will also receive an invitation to the North German Wood 
Construction Days in Wismar.

Award ceremony
The award ceremony will take place during the North German Timber Construction Days in Wismar.

Return of competition materials
The submitted documents can be picked up up to two weeks after the announcement.

Ownership and copyright
All competition entries awarded prizes become the property of the competition organiser. Each participant retains the 
copyright, including protection against copying, and the right to publish the designs. The organiser has the right to use the 
competition work of the authors. The authors and their legal successors are obliged to allow deviations from the 
compe-tition work. This also applies to the executed work. § Section 14 of the 2nd Act on Copyright and Related Rights 
(Copyright Act) of 9.9.1965 (BGBI. I. p. 1273) shall remain unaffected. All works submitted to the competition may be 
used in part or in full for the purpose of exhibition and publication.

Liability
The awarding authority shall endeavour to treat the submitted works with care. The awarding authority shall only be liable 
for any damage to or loss of the submitted works in the event of gross negligence.

Dates
Announcement of the competition: 
Issue of digital competition documents: 
Open for questions until the:  

21.11.2022 
21.11.2022 
21.122022

Submission of designs: 
analogue: 
digital: 

Jury meeting: 
Award ceremony and announcement of the result: 

Exhibition: 

24.03.2023,
24.03.2023 (date of postmark applies)
24.03.202 003, . hr00 s.
beginning of April 2023
in the context of the North German Timber Construction 
Da inys Wis mar., will be announced by mail
21.04.–30.04.2023
North Germ Wan ood Con struction Days Wis mar
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PART B: COMPETITION TASK

Find a suitable location (multi-family building / or office building) that has a deficits of mixed uses. For instance, Wohn-
maschine Le Corbusier (Berlin), WBS 70 residential building, Kdf Complex Prora, Thyssen high-rise (Düsseldorf), House 
7c studio building University of Wismar, etc. How can the building become more multifunctional through parasitic exten-
sions? 

Design a wooden parasitic extension that provides additional space while complementing the already exisiting use. 

The design should respond to contemporary challenges of our balance of work and life in the age of digitalisation – and 
offer a better utilisation of the building. The parasitic extension should be located outside.

The design should be easily accessible from the single-use main areas in the existing building, but still be separable from 
it. External accesses can supplement the main access via the usable space.

When working with a multi-family house / student dormitory, retirement home – or hotel, etc, the design should offer 
additional room for a home workstation / with space for printer, computer, and separate toilet with a total floor area of 
about 50 sqm.

The load bearing system of the parasite must be planned as a wooden structure. Cladding walls, floors and / or roof areas 
– if such claddings are intended at all – should preferably be made of wood or wood-based materials or other renewable
raw materials. In some cases – when justified by a strong conceptual basis – other furbishing materials may be used 
(such as textile). The same applies to the roof covering: wooden shingles, transparent materials or other roof covering 
systems or materials can be selected for this. In addition to the utilitarian functions mentioned, the following architec-
ture-related functions can also be named:

• modern landmark
• exemplary timber construction
• student model project.

We expect to see innovative designs and ideas that demonstrate how to combine a modern design language with an in-
novative construction principle, that make statements about the intended connection technology and hat demonstrably 
take the constructive wood protection into account in the sense of a planned wood protection. In addition, the designs 
must demonstrate creative, technical and functional solutions for the interfaces to the building.

Leistungen

Folgende 

Wettbewerbsunterlagen 

sind einzureichen:

Lageplan 1:200

Grundrisse 1:50

2-3 Schnitte 1:50

4 Ansichten 1:50

2-3 Detailzeichnungen 

1:5 / 1:20 (bspw. die 

Verbindung vom Parasit 

zum Gebäude)

perspektivische 

Darstellungen -  

Visualisierungen 

Darstellung der 

Idee Innovation 

und Originalität 

des Vorhabens als 

Erläuterungsbericht 

DINA4 max.20 Seiten

DIe 

Wettbewerbsunterlagen 

sollen auf 3 Plakaten 

im Format A1 senkrecht 

einegreicht werden. 

Alle einzureichenden 

Plakate sind namentlich 

zu kennzeichnen.Eine 

Urhenerrechtserklärung 

mit Angabe von 

Name, Adresse, 

Universität/Hochschule, 

Studiengang und 

Semster soll ebenso 

einegreicht werden.

Copywrite: Julia Barashkova

Bild aus: Nicht-Architektur-Wettbewerb „Denken“ – Alternative Designs for 
Offices, Gewinner des 1. Platzes, 2018. Das Projekt basiert auf der Theorie des 
französischen Anthropologen Marc Augé von „Non–Places“. Nicht-Orte entstehen 
laut Augé durch den Bruch historischer, sozialer und lokaler Verbindungen. Dies 
gilt insbesondere für Orte, die eher eine zeitliche als eine räumliche Funktion 
haben, nämlich warten statt laufen. Das Projekt schlägt die Auflösung von Arbeits- 
und Produktivitätsfunktionen im urbanen Raum rund um Bahnhöfe, Bus- und 
U-Bahnhöfe vor und definiert sie so durch ihre neue Nutzung neu. Die für dieses 
Projekt verwendete Planungsmethode ist extrovertiert und lässt die Blasen im 
Stadtraum ausbreiten.

Geschichte / Beispiel
Der Architekt Oswald Matthias 
Ungers schrieb in seinem Artikel 
„Großformen im Wohnungsbau“ von 
der Notwendigkeit der Anwendung von 
Parasiten. Das Bauen von Großformen 
wird von ihm wie folgt begründet: “Die 
Großform schafft den Rahmen, die 
Ordnung und den geplanten Raum 
für einen unvorhersehbaren, nicht 
planbaren, lebenden Prozess, für eine 
parasitäre Architektur. Ohne diese 
Komponente bleibt jede Planung starr 
und leblos.”

Im selben Jahr greifen Architrav mit 
ihrem „Living Pod“ - Konzept in diesen 
undefinierten Raum ein, jedoch ist 
der Living Pod auf Andockmodule 
angewiesen. Im Jahr 1967 entwickelten 
Coop Himmelb(l)au ihre „Villa 
Rosa“,welche ein Baukörper mit 
flexibler Tragstruktur ist um so in den 
Bestand einzugreifen.

1966 entwickelten Kas Oosterhuis 
und Ilona Lénàrd ihren “paraSITE” – 
einen aufblasbaren Pavillon in Form 
eines Luftschiffs – um in europäischen 
Städten anzudocken. Um Informationen 
der Stadträume zu sammeln und 
anschließend zu präsentieren. Es 
ist ein Parasit als architektonische 
Intervention im Stadtraum.

Dies gilt als Ausgangspunkt für die 
Parasite - Fundation. Hierbei handelt 
es sich um ein offenes Labor für 
Interventionen im Stadtraum. Dem 
Parasit wird eine Renaissance beschert. 
Dies dauert bis ins Jahr 2006 an. Mit 
der Tour von Everland - Hotels 2002-09 
endet es.
Seitdem findet der klassische 
Parasitbau wenig Anwendung. 
Allerdings ist es ein weiterer 
Ausgangspunkt für zwei gegensätzliche 
Formen des Umgangs mit Potentialen 
im Stadtraum geworden: strategische 
und lokale Intervention.

Die strategische Intervention weitet 
die Signalfunktion des Parasiten auf 

den Stadtraum aus statt ein einzelnes 
Gebäude zu thematisieren. Sie ist auf 
lange Sicht ausgelegt, aufwändig und 
inflexibel. Ein Beispiel hierfür findet 
sich in der Hamburger Elbphilharmonie 
von Herzog & DeMeuron. In Zeiten, 
in denen Stadträume von Initiativen 
und der Verantwortung vieler Einzelner 
interpretiert und überformt werden, 
erscheint ein derart kolossales Projekt 
fragwürdig.

Die lokale Intervention, ein Eingriff 
auf engstem Raum, sind Projekte 
informell, kurzlebig und oft nicht mehr 
als urban Design oder Pet Architecture. 
Diese übernehmen Verantwortung für 
den städtischen Raum, polarisieren 
und erzwingen eine gedankliche 
Umbewertung der Situation. Nimmt 
dies einen positiven Verlauf, eröffnen 
sich dadurch architektonische und 
gewerbliche Perspektiven. Dabei 
handelt es sich um Ausnutzung 
kleinster Flächen im städtischen Raum. 
Das können fliegende Gewerbebauten, 
Imbissbuden oder Minihäuser sein.

Auf der anderen Seite ist die informelle 
urban Design oder der Street-Art ist Pet 
Architecture konform zur 

Image from: Non-Architecture competition, “Thinking” – Alternative Designs for of-
fices, by Julia Barashkov, 1-st place winner, 2018. The project is based on the theory 
of the French anthropologist Marc Augé of “Non–Places”. According to Augé, non–
places are created by the rupture of historic, social and local connections. This is 
especially true for places that have a time-based function rather than a space-based 
function, namely, waiting instead of walking. The project proposes the dissolution of 
working and productivity functions in the urban space around train, bus and subway 
stations, thus redefines them by their new use. The planning method used for this 
project is extroverted and allows the bubbles to spread in the urban space.
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EXAMPLE

Architect Oswald Matthias Ungers wrote about the need for parasites in his article “Large Forms in Residential 
Architec-ture”. He explains the construction of large forms as follows: “Large forms create space for frame, order and 
planning for an unpredictable, unplanned process of life for parasitic architecture. Without this component, any plan 
would remain rigid and lifeless.” 

In the same year, Architrav stepped into this undefined space with the concept of “Living Pod”, although Living Pod 
re-lies on docking modules. In 1967 Coop Himmelb(l)au developed the “Villa Rosa”, a building with a flexible 
supporting structure to intervene in the existing building. In 1966, Kas Oosterhuis and Ilona Lénàrd developed their 
“paraSITE” – an inflatable pavilion in the shape of an airship – docked in European cities. Collect and present 
information about urban spaces. It is a parasite as an architectural intervention in the urban space.

This is believed to be the starting point for the Parasite Foundation. It is an open laboratory for intervention in urban 
space. Parasites are experiencing a renaissance. This continued until 2006. It ends with the 2002-09 Everland-Hotel 
tour. Since then, the classic parasitic structure has been rarely used. However, it has become another starting point for 
dealing with two opposing forms of urban spatial potential: strategic and local.

The strategic intervention extends the parasite’s signaling function to urban spaces rather than targeting individual 
build-ings. It is designed to be long, complex and inflexible. An example of this can be found in Herzog & de Meuron 
at the Elbe Philharmonic in Hamburg. At a time when urban spaces are interpreted and redesigned through initiative 
and the responsibility of many individuals, such a massive project seems questionable.

Local interventions, interventions in confined spaces - projects are informal, ephemeral, often nothing more than urban 
design or pet architecture. They take responsibility for urban spaces, polarize and force people to reassess the 
situation. If all goes well, architectural and commercial perspectives will open up. This is the use of the smallest area in 
urban space. These can be flying commercial buildings, snack bars or mini houses.

On the other hand, informal urban design or street art and pet architecture comply with building codes. It was 
described as “as we wished”, fragmented and unexpected. It is still touching and sometimes inspiring because the 
building express-es very clearly the value of the place to the owner. Pet Architecture is incomplete and cheap because 
the focus here is on usage. Yet individuals shape their living spaces, take responsibility for urban spaces and 
escalate their energy and irrepressible pleasure—a phenomenon that urban researchers are more familiar with in 
certain types of slums. 1

Are parasite buildings still relevant today? Even though the discourse today is surrounded more around the 
topics of roof extensions, additions to the building or functional conversions, the significance of this intervention 
strategy in ar-chitecture remains as relevant as ever. Whether it is a pilot project with a final, concrete function or an 
impromptu design for a small commercial enterprise - even today, the contemporary models of parasitic architecture 
still shape our urban space; even today, we can use them to demonstrate the potential of the city.

1. "Parasitäre Architektur-oder nehmen um zu geben", by AFA-Magazin, 15. January 2013, accessed on 08.08.22 <https://www.afa-
architekturmagazin.de/parasitare-architektur-oder-nehmen-um-zu-geben/>
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